THE POWER OF PERSUASION

How does Mark Antony get the people of Rome to come to his side?  Does he follow the rules specified by Brutus?  What happens as a result of the speech?

Mark Antony: 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; 

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him; 

The evil that men do lives after them, 

The good is oft interred with their bones, 

So let it be with Caesar ... The noble Brutus 

Hath told you Caesar was ambitious: 

If it were so, it was a grievous fault, 

And grievously hath Caesar answered it ...

Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest, 

(For Brutus is an honourable man; 

So are they all; all honourable men) 

Come I to speak in Caesar's funeral ...

He was my friend, faithful and just to me: 

But Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man…. 

He hath brought many captives home to Rome, 

Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill: 

Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept: 

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff: 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And Brutus is an honourable man. 

You all did see that on the Lupercal 

I thrice presented him a kingly crown, 

Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition? 

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 

And, sure, he is an honourable man. 

I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 

But here I am to speak what I do know. 

You all did love him once, not without cause: 

What cause withholds you then to mourn for him? 

O judgement! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 

And men have lost their reason…. Bear with me; 

My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, 

And I must pause till it come back to me. 

RHETORIC: FORMS OF PERSUASION

	Logos:  Logical Thoughts 
	Ethos: Credibility 
	Pathos: Emotional Appeal

	Theoretical, abstract  language 

Denotative meanings/reasons 

Literal and historical analogies 

Definitions 

Factual data and statistics 

Quotations 

Citations from experts and authorities 

Informed opinions
	Language appropriate to audience and subject 

Restrained, sincere, fair minded presentation 

Appropriate level of vocabulary 

Correct grammar 

Testimonial
	Vivid, concrete language 

Emotionally loaded language 

Connotative meanings 

Emotional examples 

Vivid descriptions 

Narratives of emotional events 

Emotional tone 

Figurative language

	
	Effect
	

	Evokes a cognitive, rationale response, uses facts to support the argument.
	Demonstrates author's reliability, competence, and respect for the audience's ideas and values through reliable and appropriate use of support and general accuracy
	Evokes an emotional response, appeals to the emotions of the listeners


** Anon. (2008). Rhetoric.  Arizona State University.  http://www.public.asu.edu/~macalla/logosethospathos.html
Identify uses of the following:


Repetition


Word choice


Ethos


Pathos


Logos


Dramatic pause











